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L E 4 ＋T E R 


FROM A 


FRIEND in the Country, 
T 0 A 4 | 


Friend at Wilts Coffze-Houſe, &c. 


Dear Friend, Sn.” 
BOwever refign'd I came 
Y here to the Enjoys 
ment of the agree 
Situation I'm 


now in, from the pleaſing Re- 


ys tirement 


* 


(6) 
_ tirement I fled to; yet I find 
*tis im poſſible to. be inſenſible, 
0 wholly unwatchful of what 
| paſſes in your very different and 
active. Scene; and as 1 have 
Juſt been — acquainted with 
the unprecedented and unheard 
of Attempts that are making to 
enſlave you, and the reſt of the. 
Sea-Officers ; I cannot help un- 
dertaking a "Tak (however un- 
qualify d my Inabilities render 
me) to warn you of the perpe- 
tual Slavery you are doom'd to, 
by theſe oppreſſive Rivetters of 
thoſe Shackles preparing for you 
in the forging Minds of your 
Rulers, by the three additional 
Articles of War, N'. 18, 34, 
and 35, unleſs (as uniformly as 
you are dreſs d) you all determine 
to ee ſuch a ſtand for that 


* 


(7) 
Liberty your Forefathers left 
you, that not even the very Au- 
thors of ſo much Arrogance, Ty- 
ranny, and intended Deſtruction, 


ſhall dare to avow à future Ap- 
probation of their preſent Inten- 


tion, or longer ſhamefully hope 
to awe into Silence and Sub- 
miſſion, thoſe, who in ſo long 
a War have repeated ſuch fre- 
quent Teſtimonies of their che- 
ful Obedience, and reſolute Ex- 
ecution of every legal Order de- 
liver d from a Superior; thoſe 
who have been ſhuffled and cut 
about, unplac'd, replac'd, ſent 
abroad, recall'd, juſt as this or 
that Man's Friend or Relation 
ſhall chance to pleaſe or diſ- 
pleaſe him, who, for the Time, 
preſides at the Board of thoſe 


Sea-Gods : I ſay, can your Corps 
—_—— that 


(8) 

that are the true Supporters, the 
fure Defenders, the moving Fron 
tiers of all we can hold dear (Oux 
 CounTzxy) ſubmit to be the only 
under ſo mild and fo thorough 
juſt a Prince, that are to be 
rob d, deſpoil d of that ſweet 
Freetlom you- taſted at your Mo- 
ther's Breaſts; 39. ſure tis — 
ble! Rouze then, redreſs your- 
ſelves: For, however plauſible 
ſome Gentlemen may 
Attempt to throw the firſt 
Shadow of theſe three pernicious, 
ul 3 deſign'd: Articles, ho either 
from their Ignorance; Negli- 
gence, or Willfulneſs, do not 
dive into the true Depth and In- 
tent of them; yet wou'd they 
be perſuaded to conſider the End 
oy — for, would they. 


CON - 


(9) 


conſider from whence they re- 
ceive their Birth, and by whom 
they are r d and deliver d 
to you, I will venture to affirm, 
that the moſt illiterate, the moſt. 
undiſcerning, nay, even the moſt 
unwilling, . muſt conclude them 
of ſo pernicious an Intent, of ſo 
dangerous a Tendency, and ſo 
inevitable and irrecoverable a 
Danger, that the very Proſpect of 
probably ſtarving, which is next 
to an Im poſſibility under ſuch a 
Conſtitution as ours, unleſs ut- 
terly corrupted, and drain'd of 
its Original Purity, by the Fre- 
quency of ſuch immoderate Purges 
as it receives. from ſuch adven- 
t'rous Quacks: I ſay, even the 


very Proſpect of lingering unem- 


ploy'd for ever, ſure is prefer- 
5 nobly preferable, to an 
B Poſ- 


( 10) 


Poſſibility of future Acquiſition, 


if to be acquir'd by being en- 
flav'd under ſuch a Banner, fet- 
ter d with ſuch Steel, and laſh'd 
with ſuch Rods of Iron, as this 


makes every interior Officer liable 
to from every Superior he meets. 


J am little inclin'd to imagine, 


chat there are any whoſe Hearts 


are ſo har rden'd, in their Con- 


ſcience to be perſuaded theſe Ar- 
ticles will rather tend to the ſup- 


porting the true Benefit that re- 
ſults from Military Diſcipline, 


than the ſubverting the preſent 


Inclination every Officer has of 
eſtabliſhing the already but too 
Great Authority every Superior 


has in his Degree; or the with- 


drawing thoſe Views, and thoſe 


Emulations, the Fett) -Officers 


** this whole War ſhewn, in 
order 


( xx ) 

order to raiſe themſelves to the 
very Commiſſions, which, if theſe 
Articles take Place, muſt then 
make every Individual dread to 
receive: I ſay, therefore, I am 
too charitable to ſuppoſe there 
are any ſuch, and therefore, can 
only think, thoſe who can ap- 
pear to approve, are either blindly 
drawn into the ſeeming Appro- 
bation, and bare Acknowledge- 
ment, or have been perſuaded 
only to conſider this Argument 
as to the thirty- fourth Article. 


That every Officer who re- 
ceives half Pay, already knows 
he is liable to be commanded 
whenever the Service requires 
him, and is ever ſubjected to the 
Articles of War oſtabliſh'd. =o} 
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1 
But this is utterly a chimerical 


Light to view it in: The Law 
admits it not; The Legiſlature in- 


tended Half Pay as a Reward for 
Services done when in full Pay, a 
Support when that full Pay ceas'd, 
and an Aſſiſtance till call d upon 
again to execute thoſe Services of 
the Profeſſion when full Pay com- 
menc'd : Sure if the Officers were 
to attend on all Calls, to execute 


all Orders, go on all Services 


when in Half-pay, and be equally 


ſubject to Diſcipline, and to be 


commanded whenever required, as if 
in actual Full Pay; where the Ne- 
ceſſity, * the Abſurdity of ever 


putting the Nation to the Ex- 
pence of whole Pay, if all Or- 
ders are to be executed, and all 
Services required Amd when 
you receive but half? I am a- 


maz d 


( 13) 
maz d there can be any who 
wou'd endeavour to aſſert it's Le- 
gality, or it's Equity: But even 
this is not the only Conſequence 
to enſue from this particular Ar- 
ticle, many more I could infer; 
but Luppoling they had a legal 
Right to Command all Officers 
on Shore, when in Half-pay, to 
execute any Orders they are 
pleas d to give out; let it be con- 
ſider d what dangerous Conſe- 
quences may follow, if ever there 
ſhou'd preſide at that Board any 
one, or ever ſuch an Aamiral 
Command in any Port, whoſe 
Ambition, Paſſions, unreſented 
| Injuries, or unſatisfied Piques, 
may ſo prevail over all Ties of 
Loyalty, Honour, and Honeſty: 

I ſay, let it be confider'd what 
ſuch a Perſon may attempt, when 
WN none 


(14) 

none dare take Time to conſider 
the Legality of the Orders he 
iſſues, and they are to execute, 
Who is to be Judge of that pre- 

tended Service, ſuch an Officer 
may ground his Orders upon, 
when they are immediately to be 
obey d; the Su perior who lays 
his Commands, or the Inferior 
who receives them? Tis no Time 
to conſider, whether tis conſiſtent 
with the Law of the Land, and 
if it was not, you are to murder 
the Law, or they to murder you: 

And how to avoid this? There's 
no defiring to quit a Liſt you are 
then upon; they'll tell you, Yes, 

; you ſhall quit the Service, but 
you are now in Half-pay, have 
receiv'd Half. pay, therefore firſt 
execute this, and obey Command, 
or elſe lis Diſobedience | 

To That $ 


Co: 
That s Mutiny! And M W 0 5 
preſent Death when in Service : 
How Melancholy, how Arbitrary, 
how Tyrannical is fuch an Impo- 
ſition ; how black are thoſe who 
dare to promote it 2 How incon- 
ſiderate are thoſe who wou'd 
ſeem to approve it? I will not 
even deſcend to the many various 
Arguments, which, however ſub- 
ſtantial in themſelves, and con- 
nected to this, wou'd ſerve to 
blacken the Tendency of this 
Article; and muſt awe every 
Officer from receiving future Pay, 
leaſt he receive ſuch future In- 
ſtructions, as every Engliſhman 
wou'd rather fubmit to the Sen- 
tence of Death (the certain Con- 
ſequence of his Refuſal) than put 
in Execution. I confeſs, politi- 
cally oonſider d, it is an effectual 
tho” 


7 - p 2 pe - _ — * 


(616) 
tho” dangerous Way to leſſen the 
N ational Expence, by preventing 
any Increaſe, and even almoſt total- 


ly decreaſing the preſent Half-pay 
Lift of Officers in the N avy ; for 


ſurely | there are few fo irrational 


or abje& (if diveſted of all Ho- 
nour, Honeſty, and Integrity to- 


watts. others) as not to ſecure 


themſelves from the Tyranny of 
ſuch an Article, when in the 
Handy of the very Founders of 


: There will ever be a ſpecious 


3 for this or that Com- 


manding Officer, to remove any 


Perſon to the remoteſt Sea-Port- 


Town, whoſe Face he may not 
like, or whoſe Dreſs may not be 
conformable to his own Taſte, 


founded perhaps on a Pretence 
that there i is a Talk of fitting out 
a Fleet, and tis neceſſary every 

| Officer, 


(7 
Officer, or as many as can be 
collected, ſhou'd reſide near the 
Ships, to be ready to put the Or- 
ders in immediate Execution, 
when they are ſent down: theſe, 
and ſuch Nike, may be made Ex- 
cuſes (if they deign to give any) 
for the Removal of every Sea- 
Officer from their Homes, their 
Families, and their preſent Abode, 


I am ſorry the ſhort Space 
there is between the Time I am 
now writing in, and that in 
which you are likely to fall, will 
not admit of my ſtating every 
fatal End that occurs to me from 
theſe Articles; and that even 
what I do ſet down, I cannot 
ſpare of this Time to range into 
more Method; yet, as I am in- 
different as to the Manner. (cer- 

C tain 


(18) 
tain of the Soundneſs of the 
Matter) I will juſt briefly touch 
on the 18th and 3 5th Article 
Jointly; - which ſure do extend to 
a higher Degree than even ever 
J dard to be ſuggeſted, by any 
Power whatever, under ſo free 
a Government; for, they un- 
doubtedly do eftabliſh a Martial- 
Law over Words, as well as Ac- 
tions, and even extend to the 
very Life of the Offenders in 
Time of the moſt profound Peace, 
which the Promoters of them 
muſt acknowledge is contrary” to 
the antient Laws of this Kingdom, 
unprecedented, and unheard of, 
that Seamen ſhall be bound to 
obey the Military, tho' illegal 
Orders of their ſuperior Officers, 
under Penalty of Death, or any 
other Puniſhment that may be 


in- 


( x9 ) 


inflicted by the Sentence of a 
Core Martial for their Diſobe- 
dience, however natural ſuch a 
Diſobedience may be, when con- 
ſider'd in the fame Light with 
the Civil Law of the Realm; 
which, by an implicit 9 
may no doubt be infringed, ſince 
this is even without any Limita- 
tion or Reſtriction, whether ſuch 
Orders are agreeable to the Laws 
of the Realm or not; and every 
Officer muſt be equally culpable - 
in, the Eye of the Law, fine by 
the 18th Article none dare ex- 
preſs their Contempt of it, or cen- 
ſure the Promoters, leaſt it ſhou'd 
tend to the Hurt or or Diſhonour of 
ſuch honourable Superiors. 


_ How hand is it * lodge ſuch 
an an Arbitrary Power in 85 Hands 


C 2 of 


( 20.) 
2 Officer in the Nav vy, when 
y the fundamental Laws of the 
25 gdom, the ſupreme Autho- 
rity, which is the Crown's Com- 
mands, are reſtrain'd and bound 
within the Compaſs of the Law; 
nay, any Perſon who ſhall obey, of 
put in Execution an illegal or un- 
juſt Command or Order, tho from 
the King himſelf, is puniſhable by 
Law, as ! it fprung from his own 
raſh and imprudent Dictates. In 
© ſhort, theſe Articles even as they 
ſtand, and if alſoexpreſs'd in other 
Words, or the Penalty varied from 
Death to Impriſonment, Fine, or 
Caſhiering ; ; if the Senſe is kept 
to, immediately eſtabliſhes a Mar- 
tial Court, inconſiſtent with any 
Right, Privilege, or Freedom of 
an Engliſoman, and is repugnant 
5 eee 


( 21 
to that only Root 4 our Freedom, 
5 * C barta.” : 


Suppoſing hel: to pak, and be- 
come eftabliſh'd, will not, may 
not, the very Officers thus ſo 
ſhackled and tongue bound to 
the utmoſt Rigor of Martial- 
Law, conclude themſelves di- 
veſted of all thoſe Rights and Pri- 
vileges, which were firſt eſta- 
bliſh'd to render the Enjoyers of 
them the Envy of all other Na- 
tions; and therefore finding them- 
ſelves now ſubjected and liable 
to the unknown Hardſhips and 
Puniſhments, which the Lenity 
and Mercy of the true Laws ut- 
terly difallow; and therefore, I 
lay, may not ſuch unhappy 
ſtripp'd Subjects be beſt prepar'd, 
and moſt certainly the eaſieſt 

tempted 
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( 22) 
tempted to ſtrip others of their 
remaining Rights, ---- Sure this 


is a material, 221 natural Sup- 
poſition, if only founded on the 


Experience of that Inclination 
which more or leſs in our In- 

fancy ſhewsitſelf, of being defirous 
to ſee thoſe who enjoy any Ad- 
vantage in any Degree, levell'd 
with ourſelves: but as this is a 
Conſequence, tho far from being 

out of it's Reach, yet too tender 


to enter upon; tis ſufficient to 


have it (as Shakeſpear finely ex- 


preſſes) in the Mind's Eye, and 


not to draw the Object too near, 
leaſt it terrify; I will conclude, 
leaſt 1 relapſe. to, the Sub ject, nd 
produce ſuch Tendencies as muſt 


1 terrify; and only, dear Friend, 


earneſtly adviſe your Corps to 


ſummon thoſe noble virtuous 


Principles, 


( 23) 

Principles, and be dictated by 
thoſe heroick Motives of Honour; 
which in the Courſe of ſuch 4 
War, has ſo manifeſtly appear d 
you have ſo ſtrongly Ab firmly 
rooted among you, and which 
by this ſtrupgle for Liberty muſt 
receive freſh Luſtre; and if 2506 
M. afters' now orefidtido over yo 
will not bend to your juſt Peti- 
tions; y have thoſe of Great 
Rant in your Service, who for 
their Honour, Knowledge and 
Capacity in your Profeſſion are 
diſtinguiſh'd, and by the Royal 
Hand (that Source of Honour 
and Juſtice) ſprinkled with the 
apparent. * of Approbation, 
who ought, who muſt, and who 
will lead you to the very Gates 
of the Palace; wherein dwell, 


ſtrict Honour, Juſtice, and Love 
of 


mn 
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24) 
of ſuch Ae of Liberty; 


and which ne'er are ſhut when 
decent, lawful Suits make known 


the faithful Suitor: This Roya/ 

Ear has prov'd it's watchful At- 
tention to the loweſt SubjeR's 
Cry; This Royal Hand ſhews it 
{ways a Scepter, for Virtue, Ho- 
nour and - Loyalty to raiſe, not 


fall by : There Friends! ſeek Re- 
dreſs, There ſhew your Wounds ; 
For in the Father, as in the Heir 
apparent you'll ever find the pure 
and certain Balm. = 


